Powering Up in Northern Virginia:
Transportation, Military, and Energy

This timeline explores the connections between the the buildup of United States military and intelligence

capacity and transportation infrastructure development in Northern Virginia from 1840 to the present day, with

the backdrop of changes in energy regimes. Northern Virginia is notable for its proximity to Washington DC, the

seat of federal power while simultaneously being outside of it. In the present day, the Pentagon building that

serves as the headquarters of the Department of Defense is located in Arlington; the CIA headquarters are

located in the suburbs of Mclean.

Transportation infrastructure is rarely built just for the sake of being built. Its purpose is to

Directional Flows of Commuter Traffic in Northern Virginia

Historically, almost all Northern Virginia commuters traveled towards the urban core in DC for work. In the postwar period, however, rapid population growth has
pulled the center of economic gravity further towards the suburbs. This graphic maps net directional commuter flow across the region (and in each of its constituent
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DC-based jet airport, as the
runways at National Airport

changes several times, as do
the owners, eventually landing
in the hands of Southern
Railroad in 1894.

bankruptcy in 1932.

Covert Operations in Iran
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were not long enough to handle I
modern jet traffic.

Dulles Airport is named for John Foster Dulles, the
influential Secretary of State during the Cold War. He
is the brother of Allen Dulles, the longest-serving
director of the CIA, who also held his position during
the Cold Warera. =

The Great Depression contributed to a crisis for
railroad transportation. Section 77 of the Bankruptcy
Act of 1933 appiled to bankrupt rail carriers, placing the
property under control of a trustee while working with a
federal district court to reorganize the properties.

Energy infrastructures, including those for T 0 L L

electricity, often follow the development of i

transportation infrastructure. iy 7
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Transportation infrastructure expands along with the buildout
of Data Center Alley in Loudoun County. The workers that staff
these ‘high-tech’jobs live in extended suburbias mirroring
those of the defense and intelligence communities. All of this
suburban dreamland requires personal automobile
infrastructure.
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National. All longer nonstop flights would be required to route through Dulles, a
move designed to promote the new airport. Businesses in and around Reagan
National have fought to roll back the rule; Baltimore’s jet airports were also hit
significantly from this incentive system.
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established an interstate roadway network in the United States,
prompting development of local roads as well. Eisenhower
signed it into law after seeing the German advantages in WWII
that resulted from their autobahn highway network. el
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These consolidated into larger properties and
conglomerates, developing the modern corporation.

In the 19th century, coal was the dominant energy source. In the United States, much of the coal
was produced domestically, primarily in Pennsylvania and the broader Appalachian region. At this time, many
railroads began as transportation systems for coal mining companies to transport the energy source from
mine to city. As coal output grew, so too did the railroad, mining, and steel production industries. Energy and
Broduction were not the only things expanding. The latter part of the 19th century saw a %reat deal of warfare
etween American settlers and indigenous peoples in efforts to secure sovereignty over the land. Fueled by
gold and silver rushes, many Americans rushed westward, and in doing so expanded the edges of US empire.

Events in the latter part of the 20th century fieshed out and reacted to the
expansion of federal government activity a few decades earlier. Manufacturing industries see an
accelerated shift overseas, actualizing the rise of a global capitalist economy In destabilized societies —
who were vulnerable, and therefore exploitable as cheap labor and resource markets— left in the wake
of US anti-communist activities throughout the Cold War era. Domestically, the United States indulges in
the commodity lifestyle that globalization and earlier infrastructural investment affords. Federal

authority is increasingly delegated back to more localized authorities, except in the case of the military
and intelligence industrial complex.

Several events in the first (?art of the the 20th century reconfigured industry and infrastructure in the United States. The mobilization for
World War Il at the end of 1941 galvanized the American economy, which was ripe for restructuring following the Great Depression. Government spending accounted for
6/% of U.S. capital investment. This was a tremendous expansion of various industries for the sake of the military, including that of the automobile; for example, the Ford
Motor Company received massive contracts for military vehicles. Around the same time, the utility of a road system for moving military vehicles captured the imagination
of presidents, and a promise of individual exploration and freedom captured the imaginations of the everyday citizen. Massive government spending went hand in hand
with militarization of infrastructure and economy, all bolstered by technological developments. The invention and deployment of the nuclear bomb at the end of WWI
heralded an era of struggle for global hegemony between US-led capitalist order and Soviet Union-led communist order.

Now in the 21st century we see the fruition of 20th century activities. We are beginning to see the environmental
and ecological consequences wrou F}t by the ﬁrior century’s global industrial spree. The abdication of federal authority (and
therefore accountability) to local authorities, who in turn abdicated authority to corportations (who through extensive lobbying
efforts, are largely unaccountable to anyone except shareholders, who themselves are stand-ins for “the profit motive™) has
made consumption king, while means of production and political economies become ever-more obscured through layers of
technological, legal, and corporate bureaucracy, spread out in diffuse supply-chain webs and clouds. Transportation
infrastructure projects in the imperial core are Iarﬁely manifestations of aspirational lifestyles of convenience and recreation. As
we continue to grapple with worsening climate change, we may yet see another shift in energy paradigms,.



